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3 10/1 ue VI. tr 68. + 
Jeſu ſaid unto the Twelve, W TY . «als 8⁵ 
aways 


Then Simon Peter an ufwered I Lara, To 


whom ſhall we go? Thou 8 the 1 ords 
Eternal 7 K OE 
UR Bleſſed Lord Wing in the former 
part of this Chapter, diſcourſed to the 
Jews in a Figurative way, about Eating 


* Fleſb, and er bis Blood, meaning, The 


Partaking of the Sacrifice of his Death , by a lively 


Faith; And they finding, upon his explaining 


of himſelf, that his Doctrines tended ſtill to ano- 
ther World, notwithſtanding the Miracle. of the 


 Foaves the day before, which gave them other 25 


hopes; and he taxing "them too, with their Want 


of Faith; we are told, v. 66. that many of bu 
E ſeiples went back, and al bed no more with him. 


Upon which, te give the Twelve an opportu- 


nity of teſtifying 7 heir Integrity and Fidelity, and 


to leave them Examples of thoſe excellent Virtues : 
to ſucceeding Ages, which ſhould very much want 


them; keasks them in thas meek and' n gr 


ner, . th] ye alſo go away? 
N which St. Peter, not as che Head of the reſt, | 
as the moſt | forward: in his Zeal, replies idn - 


pet ol 5 mediately, | 


£0 4 MM Sermon Preach/d 0 
mediately, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? T hou baſt 
the Words 'of Eternal - © - 
Having thus briefly ſhewn the Occafion of theſe 
| Words, I beg leave to diſcourſe of them farther 
urthes Method... * © 
I. I hall endeavour to prove the Reaſonable- 8 
I neſs of ſeeking after Eternal Life. © n 
II. In what reſpects our Saviour is ſaid to have 
the Words of Eternal Life. . 
III. Upon what Accounts or Pretences, 1 
3 >: 7. Wee ee this, leave following the 
Bled] eſus,and the Inreaſqnableneſs of doing ſo. 
IV. Hint ſuch Perſons after all, may recover | 
his Favour by true Repentance. And this . 
done, 1 ſhall apply what ſhall be ſaid upon the for- . - [ 
mer Heads, in order to promote that Duty. . | 5 
I. Lam to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of ſeeking | 
after Eternal Life. N 
The beſt way to raiſe in us a wake for Sr | 
Ki Lafe,. and to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of e- 
firing it, is to Reflect upon That which we now | 
enjoy. For if this be of any Value, how much 
more muſt that be ſo which is 4A 7 But every |. 
one owns the Value of ths Life; for even the ²⸗ 
Vho are weary of it, are {o,only. becauſe they can- 5 
not enjoy it as chey would do, and diſcover the 
Love they have for it, even when they Rail at 
it moſt. „ 
But more particularly the univerſal Complaint | „ 
of Leihe Adele of, Humane . Proves: the un. 3 
ttt. 7 ell 


30 re tie QUEEN. 8 
0 Value for it, tho nothing c can be more un- 
juſt than this Complaint. 

If we conſider indeed the vain Attempts i in 
uſeleſs Knowledge, the mighty Projects of Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition, which ſmetimes aim. 
at the oppreſſing and enflaving of many Thou- 
ſands ; Humane Life is commonly. too ſhort for 

LEE. ſuch Deſigns, and God be thanked that it is ſo !- 
hh. mam. and wiſe Creator never intended it for. 
EN ſuch: purpoſes, but for a proper time for our: 
learning and performing what is neceſſary for 
Eternal Life; and fince this may be done in a lit-- 
tle time, whatever ſhou'd be above, wou'd be but. 
| the retarding of 'our Happineſs, the delay of our: 
| | Reward.: wherefore no wiſe Man, Praiſed be the. 
| 2 Eternal Goodneſs ! no Man fit for a better Life, can 
ever reaſonably complain of the ſhortneſs of 55 1 
However, thus much we may get by it, That the. 
a ſhorter we think Humane Life, the more careful. 
|| and diligent we ought to be in ſeeking, immedi- 
| ately after that Life which is Eternal. 5 
1 hus too, for the other complaints againſt — Fe E 


„ Life, let the Evils of it be true or fancied; let them 
5 the effects of Providence or Mens own Follies, . 
the Honeft Man's Poverty, the Prodigal's Neceſ- 
ſity, the Virtuous or Vitious Man's Sicklyneſs, 
the Contempt or Diſgrace which either are ſub- 
je& to, the Accidents. which attend our Bodies, 
the ebbs and flows in our outward Circumſtances; 
all, ae one of theſe, ought to make each 42 
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ſon-concerii'd ; to think the more upon that Life : 


| Which i 1s Eternal, 


_ Eſpecially ſince we may be afſur'd that it will 
be free from all thoſe Evils which we complain 
of here, and that all the Rational Good, all the 
Intellectual Pleaſure we can now attain to, will 
be infinitely improved ; and therefore the more 
Wit, or Senſe, or Reaſon a Man has, even his 


own Vanity being the Judge, the more wordly's is 


Eternal Life of his canftderation. 


Tis hard indeed to conceive any juſt Idea of any . 
one of the Joys of Heaven. Each of them are Inſi- 


nite, and thereſore cannot be comprehended by 
Finite Man. N ay, ſhou'd they be ſo, the impa- 
tience of enjoying them -wou'd make us negli- 
gent of our Duty, and murmur that we ſhowd 


be detain'd from them, every Moment: Where- 
fore 'tis notonly impoffible, but convenient for us, 
to have no full and:compleat Knowledge of them. ; 

However, a Wiſe and Good Man may con- 
ceive enough of them to find them worthy of his 


Deſire, and that too without any fear of ang 
his Ondience Mercenary or Superſtitious. 18 


Were à Chriſtian's Hopes rounded only gs | 


en ſuch a Reward as is ſet forth in the Poet's Ely-' 


fium, or the Turkiſh Parudice: Were the moſt 


refin d Pleaſures of Senſuality to be Immortal, 
theſe indeed wou d be but very dull Motives for 
a Stent and a apt Dot to defire Eternal Life. 


4 e 8 
* | 4 * | C: 


Fes ibe Qux EM 7 
But when for acting Virtuouſly- now;. we ſhall 
become unavoidably Virtuous for ever; hen fer 
being truly reaſonable here, we ſhall de exalted: 
to à ſtate of unetring Reaſon; be made partakers 
of the Divine Nature, be united to God him- 
ſelf: When from believing and obeying the bleſ- 
ſed'-;Jeſys in this Life, we ſhall be enabled to 
comprehend fully his wonderful Merey in the 
manner of our Redemption, and be filled with 
continual Raptures of Joy, G. tinde and Love. 


: O! where can be the Meanneſs of being led by 
| © - ſuch Hopes? or where the ee ane 
| reſpe&d rc to ſach a Reward >. 
If this then be ſo reaſonable, let us conſider at. 
. rentively'the next Point.” 
II. Ia what reſpect our Saviour is id to have EC 
had the Words of Eternal LifſmgCQ. 1 


II. This is certain, upon Accent 0b. chat AW ED 
LF thority by which he came as the true Meſhah,. 
| therefore St. Peter adds in the next Verſe to the- 5 
[Text, Me believe, and are ſurs t bat thos art the 
Fa Cbrift, the Sow of tbe living God; for if this be 
* ſo, then we have ſuffieient grounds to believe chat 
„ He bad' the Words bf Eternal Liſme. 
Noe, thatFoſui was the Chr5ft, is plain, even 
doc the eleareſt Demonſtration; fror om the ſeveral. 
_ Prophecies which were given from the beginni 
of the World concerning the Meſfiah, the time 
and place 0 his Birth, and the moſt remarkable 
Circumftan es of his Life and Death ; All which 


Pro- 


$._ | id . 
Prophecies cou d come from God alone, and 
were actually fufil'd in the Holy Jeſus. 
This was alfo-, demonſtrated by the Miracles 
which he wrought; -greater. than Moſes, or all 
poi other Prophets put. together, cou'd. perform; | 
the caſting, out Devils, raiſing the Dead, raiſing 
; himſelf the very Day he had fore-told, and al- 
f 3 -cending viſibly into Heaven afterwards. |. 
heeſſdes all which, he left behind him two; "il 
phecies, that of the calling of the Gentiles. ang that 
b of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the diſperſion _- 
| of the Fews, both which are in force at this _—  *\ 
| and this latter eſpecially, the Jews continuing 
fo ſcattered over the World, without being able 185 
to obtain any ſmall part of it, ; from not only Chr? 
ſtians but Tur or A eathens, in the ſeveral: Re- 1 
volutions and Diſcoveries which have happened; 
and that too, notwithſtanding their great Wealth, | 
ſtrickt Friendſhip, and univerſal Correſpondence; 
| This, J ſay, is a 0 Gicient Argument of itſelf to 
11 prove that, That Jeſus, whom they Crucify dd, 
„„ indeed the Son of God, the true Meſſiah, nd > 
| - . and conſequently. to diſpoſe the moſt obſtinate 
Treature to believe, that he therefore muſt have 
the Words of Eternal Life. And that he truly had = 
ſo, willappear undecianly. by: the eee Con- 
ſiderations. . 
I. In thathe ſhew'd the. certainty of i it, anc 
manght how it was to be ine 0 ler 15 


os f 
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before the Qu E EN. '9 
I grant that this was known in ſome meaſure, 
both to the Gentiles and the Fervs, but this Know- 
ledge was very imperfect at the beſt, and became 
more ſo every Day, by the increaſe 'of Epicurus's 
Followers among the Gentiles, and of the Sad- 
duces among the Fews, and beſides this, it was 
much obſcur'd by the great Wickedneſs which 
the World was over. run withal- Juſt before our 
Saviour's coming. 
But our Bleſſed Lord brought Life ak Linas: 
tality into the cleareſt Light, by his Goſpel. I 
am (faith he) the' Re urredion' and. the: Life, be 
t bat believeth in me, thoug h he were dead; yet ſhall 
he live, John 11. v. 25. ” They that have done 
Evil ſoall go into everlaſting Puniſbment, ut the 
Righteous into Life Eternal, Matt. 25. 26. And 
ſeveral other Pallages there. are to the fame pur= 
ole. ' Yo 
* For to this is it that all his! Dadtenjes gently 
lead us 57 by the governin 8 of our Paſſions and 
Appetites, by Purifying our Thoughts, and Purg- 
Ing our Hearts from all Uncleanneſs and Unbe- 
lief; that our Souls begins to live truly now, and 8 
that they ſhall live Eternally hereafter. - 
But fal, if we fall through Frailty and Infir- 
mity, if the Temptations of the Devil, and the 
Pleaſures of the World, prevail upon us unawares, 
and we are wanting either in our Faith or our 
Obedience, he hath graciouſly ſhewed us, how to 
recover our ſelves again by Repentance. Yes, the 
„ ET BS rar apa 
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Ste of a broken and 4. contrite Heart, offered 
through Faith in His Bleſſed Name, is ſufficient 


to reconcile the Penitent Chriſtian to hisForgiving j 
God. O wonderful Goodneſs ! That after all the 
Ingratitude, all the Provocations of Preſumptuous 


Sinners, all that our Bleſſed Lord has done and 
 ſuffer'd for us, there ſhould be till further means 


left to recover our ſelves again, and to lay held 


of Eternal Life. And yet that All that is requir'd 


for this purpoſe, ſnould be the renewing our Faith 


in our eaſel Redeemer, and the rg for 


having tranſgreſs d againſt him! 
3. Qur Bleſſed Lord is moſt juſtly ſaid to have 


had the Words of Eternal Life, in that he died 5 
in ſuch a manner to purchaſe it for us. 


The adorable Excellency of the Divine d Na- 
ture, conſiſts in the Perfection of every Attribute 


of it, and therefore tho' we are apt to fill our 
: Minds wich God's Goodneſs and: Mercy, yet it 


is neceſſary that he ſhould be as perfect in his 
Truth and his Juſtice, as in the other: And con- 
ſequently, in every Sin, his Juſtice muſt be 


ſatisfied, before we can hope for his Merey. 
Alas! then, what muſt have become of wretched 
Man, had not God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs found 
out a way to ſatisfie his Juſtice, by the Sacrifice 


of his Son upon the Crofs? who, after a perfect 
vega way to the Law, was accepted, as ſuffer- 
for the Diſobedient; and the Spotleſs 


Lamb of God, became a » ful, perfect and ſuffp.cient 


Oblation 


Before the QUEEN. 11 
Oblation and Sutisfaclion, for the Sins of the whale | 
Waders 7:0 Ps + 0252) 7 EE via 
And O Blefled Jeſu! With what Joy didſt thou 
20 up to the Ingrateful City ? With what Tri- 
umph didft thou enter into Jeruſalem? Not to 


take Poſſeſſion of an Earthly Kingdom, but of 


thy Croſs: To ſuffer all that Sin and Hell could 
bring upon Thee, yet to vanquiſh both by thy 
Sufferings : And afterwards, How didſt thou, 
by thy glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, open 
the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers? _- 
hben did the Angels fing in triumphant Joy, 
as the Royal Prophet foretold, Pſal. 24. 7. Lift 
up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lift up ye 
everlaſting Doors, and the King of Glory ſhall come 
in, &c. Great part of which Joy was occa- 
fioned in thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, to behold Humane- 
Nature exalted to the Throne of Heaven; and 
that Chriſt, by his entering in it there, as the 
Firſt Fruits from the Dead, had opened the way 
to Eternal Life, for Thouſands, for Millions, that 
were to follow. ** „„ 
hHeeſides this, to ſecure this Eternal Life to the 
Faithful, he acts for them now at the Right 
Hand of God, repreſenting their Petitions, ap- 
plying to them the Merits of his own Obedience 
and Sufferings, and enforcing them by his power- 
fl teen 692% HEE Ongy HE 
Who is there then, that conſiders theſe things 
as he ought to do, but muſt acknowledge with 
10 Les 11 © © © 
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Gratitude and Joy, that He who came ſo graci- 


E 1 _ ouſly, ſo gladly, to teach us, and to do and ſuffer 
Fm all theſe thrfigs for us, He only bas the Words of 
= Eternal Life? But this will appear ſtill more cer- 
1 %%% nf HS... 
s | 3. He alone is actually to confer Eternal Life 


— 8 when he ſhall come to Fudge the World in Righte- 

F | ouſneſo: For that he ſhall do fo, is frequently 

= affirm'd in the Holy Scriptures; The Son of 
Man ſhall Come in his Glory, and all the Holy 

. Angels with bim; then ſhall he ſit upon the 

| Throne of his Glory ; and before him ſhall be ga- 

"  thered all Nations. -- Matt. 25. 31, 32, Oc. 
The Fat ber Fudgeth no Man, but hath committed 
all Judgment to his Son---- Becauſe he is the Son 

1 f Man, John 5. 22, 27. Becauſe, by the Merits 

1 of his Death and Sufferings, as Man, this Power 

ö belongs to him of Right; Becauſe he can be viſi- 
ble in our Nature to exerciſe it, and none ſo pro- 

per to beſtow Eternal Life, as he who died to 

j | rh! TIE 

Ss | | But that which ought to ſtartle thoſe, who 

are ſo full of Scorn and Contempt at the men- 
tion of a Future State, is, That this ſame Jeſus. 
who died for us, as our Merciful Redeemer, who 
ijntercedes for us now as our Gracious Mediator, 
ſhall come then as our Impartial Fudge; and bring 
with him the Words of Eternal Death; as well 
as. thoſe of Eternal Life. For then, Come £ 
os FE Hoe... 


upon his faithful Servants at that great Day, 


F 
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Ble ſſed----or Depart ye Cus ſed - ſhall diſtribute 
both to the whole World, according to their 
Actions. 
Thus I have i the Wine of Eternal Life; | 
in what it conſiſts, and how worthy it is of every 
wiſe Man's Care, particularly if we conſider in 
what reſpect our 'Blefſed Lord is ſaid to have had. 
the Words of Eternal Lite. 
And now methihks, fince all theſe things are 
fully made known to us, which they were not to 
the Apoſtles at that time when our Saviour talked. 
thus to them; this Queſtion which he put to them, 
may be apply'd to us with far greater Emphafis, 
Hill ye alſo go away? Te for whoſe fake I came. 
into the World, to teach you the Words of Eter- 
nal Life: Te for whom ! dy'd amidft ſo many 
Torments, to purchaſe rhis Life for you : Te who. 
ſhall riſe again when I ſhall come to Judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, to diſtribute Eternal Life : 
or Eternal Death, according as you follom or for ſake 
me: Will ye alſo go away © follow the Stream of. 
FF the vain and inconſtant World, and in ſpight of 
All my Care and Love be loſt for ever? Alas! 
what Ingratitude, what Madneſs is this? never 
was any Expoſtulation more Joſt than this: Let 
us inquire then 
III. Upon what Accounts or Pretences it is; 
that ſo many leave following the Bleſſed Fin, 
and the Unreaſonableneſs on doing ſo. 1 


* 
* 2 "A = * 2 
* 
A * f 
n & 


that Eternal Lyfe. 
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And here in the firſt place it cannot be deny'd, 


but that this is done continually, even 2) thoſe 


who pretend to believe in him. Every Luft and 
Paſſion, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Intemperance, 


Revenge, Vc. take us away from following the 
Meek and Lowly Son of God, and hurry us 
after their ſeveral Objects, through Cenſure and 
Contempt, through Storms and Tempeſts, through 


Diſeaſes and Deaths of every Kind; and this too, 


notwithſtanding the daily Bleſſings we enjoy, the 
cries of a faithful Conſcience, and the belief of 
eternal Torments; but yet in theſe Caſes, many 
through the Bios ind of their Reaſon, and the 

Jrace, recover themſelves 


aſſiſtance of Divine Gra- 
again by ſincere Repentance. : 3 
But ſuch Peoples Caſe is more dangerous, 


- . 


who forſake the Bleſſed Jeſus out of ſome kind 
of Principle, and after their Way, Reaſon them 


ſelves into Deſtruction. i 
It will not be very difficult to ſhew the Un- 


reaſonableneſs of ſome of thoſe Miſtakes which 


* 


this Age is moſt ſubject to, and by which they 
are led away from that Jeſus which is the Chrif, 
the Son of the living God. If this plain and ſolid 


Truth be but carefully remembred, vix. That 


the Scriptures contain Fully and Plainly thoſe. 
Words of Eternal Life which our Saviour taught, 
therefore, whoever Vilifies or Rejects thoſe Scip- 


tures, forſakes his Bleſſed Saviour, and forfeits 


hes Df £ 
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Tas give lone Inſtances then of rs a8 do 
be. 

Some tell you; That the Scriptures are not 
| rulfcient for Salvation, (do not contain all the 
Words of Eternal Life ) and therefore are for 
helping them out by what they - call Tradition; 
by which means they largely ſupply the want 
of thoſe Doctrines which lead to the Wealth and 
Power of this World, and which the Scriptures : 
are defective 1 in indeed. > 
Tradition is an inexhauſtible Fund of Error: 
whicks, notwithſtanding ſo many monſtrous: 
Doctrines have been already drawn out of it, 
will ſtill afford more, as oft As the Church of 
Rome has occafion for them. N. 

It is an Artifice borrow'd from the ſows, but 
by which the Romaniſts excel their Maſters 
m making the Commandments of God of no 


Effect, either by contradicting or weakning 


them; while they draw away deluded People, 
by degrees, to the Praying to Saints and Angels, 
and the Worſhipping of Images, inſtead of fol- 
lowing, as they ought to do, That Bleſſed Jeſus, 
Who alone has the Words of Eternal Life, and 
who alone has the Power of beſtowing it. 
2. Others again, miſſead, unhappy Creatures, 
and take them off from Stew the Son of 
God, by vain Pretences to Inſpiration, Vilify- 
ing the Will of God, as revealed in the Holy 
9 and ale that He "_ reveal'd it 


in 
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in a more Excellent Manner to themſelves, but 
not to inſiſt upon theſe at preſent. | 
- 3. There are others whoſe Vanity leads 
them a very different way, who refufe all Re- 
velation, and deſpiſe the Croſs of Chriſt, be- 


| cauſe they look upon themſelves to have great- : 


er Penetration and more Knowledge than the 
reſt of the World. Theſe, after turning over 

a few of the Ancient Writers, and ſome of our 
Modern Reaſoners, fink at laſt i into Atheiſm, and 
ſpread their wild Opinions, under their lewd 
Practices, while ſome are caught by the allure- 


ments of their Vices rather than the ſtrength 


of their Arguments, and- take Atheiſm upon 
Truſt, after a it have been ſo Scrupulous and 
Jealous in every Point of Chriſtianit . 
But nothing is more Unreaſonable among all 
their Pretences, than that theſe Men ſhoud 
Boaſt of their Wickedneſs and Infidelity, under 
the Affectation of Plain Dealing and Sincerity. 
To avow openly any Crimè or Error, is not 
Sincerit)y but Impudence; and when the loſs of 
Modeſty, (which of it ſelf may attone for ſeveral 
Faults) is added to the loſs of Senſe and Virtue, 
How wretched! How contemptible, muſt ſuch a 
Creature grow. In a Word, theſe are they, 
who, as the Author of Eoeclu. ſays excellently, 


chap. 16. J. Fall away in the Strength of their 


Fooliſpneſs, and are not likely to riſe again, be- 
cauſe the greatneſs of their Pride makes them 


1 of Repentance. „„ 
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4. Another ſort of People, who leave off 
following the Holy Jeſus, much more nume- 
rous and more dangerous than the former, are 
ſuch. as pretend to Believe that there is a God 


and Eternal Life, but then ſuppoſe, that as God 


will beſtow this Life upon the good Gentiles, 
who liv'd according to the Light of Nature; fo 
He will do the ſame for Them, if they do but 
lead Moral Lives, whatever they Believe. 
But in the firſt Place, this Opinion ſuppoſes 
People to be lefi wholly at their Liberty, under 
the ſtate of the Goſpel, which is a very great 
miſtake. Had a Man been Born at Athens or 
Rome, before the Incarnation, he mighthave join'd 


imſelf to what Sed or Religion he pleas d; he 


might have been a. Cynzc, Stoic or Academic, 
taken his Choice of Jupiter, Minerva, I/is or 
Ohrs: But it is quite otherwiſe ſince; our Savi- 
our Preached the Words of Eternal Life; tbe 
times of that Ignorance God winked at; but now, 
in theſe. Days, as St. Paul told the Athbenians, 
He commands all Men every | where to Repent, 
Acts 17. 30. in order to their receiving the 
SGoſpel; and when our Blefled Saviour was a- 
bout to leave the World, he commands the 
Apoſtles, Mark 16. v. 16. 17. To Preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature ; he that Believeth and 15 
Baptized, ſaith he, ſball be ſaved ; and be that 
Believeth not, ſhall be damned. Nothing can be 
IO © I 3 


A 


more Expreſs than this, and from hence it ap- 

pears plainly that no Man that has had the op- 
ortunity of hearing or reading the Goſpel, no 

5 Man Born and. Bred in a Country where the 
Cbriſtian Religon is Profeſsd, is left to himfelf 

to believe whatever he pleaſes, or to fall Back to 
Natural Religion and Morality if he thinks fit- 
1 In the next Place, if theſe Men Were truly £1 

in earneſt in their pretences to Morality : No | 


* 


* 


Morality was ever ſo Perfect as that which the 
- Goſpel teaches ; none was ever built upon 11755 
ſolid Grounds, or recommended by ſuch powefFful | 

For the practical Commands of the Goſpel — |}. 
extend to our Thoughts as well as Actions, they © || © 
require of us the ſtricteſtJuſtice,nay they inflame | 
good Men with the moſt noble and moſt e- | 
tenſive Charity, that of Forgiveneſs as well as | 

Ams, and the doing good to our Enemies as 
well as Friends: And all this and much more not 
as meerly by the direction of theLight of Nature, 
but as by the immediate Authority and Com- 
mand of God himfelf ; ſupported and enforced ; 
by the bright Example of our Saviour's Life, q 
by the Love and Mercy of his Death, and by 2x 
the Aſſurances of an Eternal Reward or Pu= Tt 
niſhment, When we ſhall receive every one accord- 4 


ing to our Works. 55 
” Wbere⸗ 
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Whereas the Morality of the Gentdes is de- 
ſective in all theſe Reſpects, weak in it ſelf, 
founded upon no ſolid bottom, enforc d by no 
Authentick Promiſes or Threats: And therefore 
how abſurd is it to find Seneca, Hierocles, &c. 
in ſo many Peoples Hands, that wou'd think it 
a Scandal to their Senſe to be caught reading 
the Scriptures © And what ſtrange Folly muſt it 
be to refuſe Reaſon and Nature, as cultivated and 
0 emprov'd by Revelation, and yet pretend to fol- 
low got h, by the weak aſſiſtance of the old Moral - 
iſts, or by new Searches of their own : Eſpeci- 
ally fince at the ſame time they leave that Jeſus, 
whoſe moſt perfect Example, as well as Com- 
mand, wou'd lead them gently through a Ho- 
ly Life here, to one that ſhall be Eternal here- 
4 Laſtly, as to thoſe Hopes which they ground 
upon God's being gracious to the good Gentiles. 
Suppoſing (but not granting) this to be true, 
yet, what advantge wou'd this be to thoſe that 
„lam ſpeaking of? For if, after all, we ſhou'd 
Hook into their Lives and Converſation, what | 
laue they to do with Morality? Is their Virtue ” 
any whit greater than their Faith? Do they not 
| act againſt the Reaſon which they Boaſt of, as 
much as againſt the Revelation which they De- 
ſpiſe? Suppoſe therefore, that God ſhou'd 
eal graciouſly with Socrates of Epictetus, yet, 


NS what 
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what Advantage wou'd this be to Cataline or 


Nero? much leſs wou'd it be to any wicked 


Chriſtian, to one that ſtudies and affects nfidelity, 
in the midſt of the Goſpel. The good Gentiles 
ated by the beſt Light which they had. God 
has afforded the World a far better now, thro? | 
Chriſt Jeſus, yet theſe People poſitively refuſe” 
the Greater; chuſe the Leſs ; act confidently 


againſt both; and for all that, ſtill hope for 


Eternal Life ; was ever any thing more Obſti- 


nate! or more Unreaſonable! 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe Pretences, T 0 the 
Time will not permit me to mention more) by 
which Men are deluded in theſe Days, while 
they forſake the Son of God, to follow Vain 


Impoſtors, or to Worſhip their- own. Imagina- 


tions, which, as it implies the Worſhip of them 


ſelves, 18 ſurely the dulleſt Idolatry; beſides 


many others who are led away by their Luſts 


and Paſſions, even while they pretend to be- 


lieve in him; all which run further and fur- 
ther from Eternal Life, into Eternal Torments. 


No condition can be more Deplorable, more 


Dread ful than this is; and therefore what 
ſtrange Obſtinacy or Stupidity muſt it be, for 
any one to continue in it? eſpecially if he 


conſiders . 


IV. Tnat ſuch Petite; notwithſtanding all a 
theſe Provocations, may ſtall recover God's 


Fa- 


1 
; 
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nal Miſery. 
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Favour by true Repentance. That this is ſo 


in Fact, I ſuppoſe I need not prove, the Holy 


Scriptures are full of Invitations to Repentance,- 


and Aſſurances of Forgiveneſs, to the greateſt 
Sinners; and though Humane Nature is very 


loath to Bend down to this Duty, yet nothing 
can be more worthy of a Great and Generous 


Spirit. Becauſe Repentance is compos'd of 
Truth and Fuftice ; For if we have any Re- 


gard to Truth, we ought certainly to confeſs: 


our Errors; and if theſe are Injurious to any 
Body, the leaſt that we can do in Fuflice . 


to beg. their Pardon; How much more then 


ought we to do thus to the Supreme Majeſty 
of Heaven; ſince all Sin is not only Error but 
Injurious to His Glory? And the certain Conſe- 
quence of it, without Repentance, muſt be the 
loſing of Eternal Life, and the falling into Eter- 


But to inforce this more particularly, by the 


Application of what has been ſaid, Let us turn 
and conſider in what reſpects our Saviour has 


been ſhewn to have the Words of Eternal Life. 
Were not the Propheſies fulfilled in Him, and 


the Power of His Miracles ſufficient to prove 
the Authority of His Doctrines? And canſt 


T hou then ſcruple to believe them? or be in- 
clin'd to forſake Him, after thou haſt once done 
ſo? Did He not come to ſhew Thee tlie way 

i | | | | * | 0 : 
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-to Eternal Life, and when thou hadſt wan- 


der'd from it, How to recover it again by Re- 


- pentance, and canſt T hoy be ſo ſſow to per- 


form ſo eaſie a Duty, to obtain ſo ineſtimable 


a Benefit? Did He Dye in fuch a manner to 
open the way to that Life? And doſt T hou re- 
fuſe ſtill to enter, notwithſtanding ſo man 
Miracles of Divine Love and Mercy? Is 122 | 
to come to be thy Judge, to confer Eternal Life, 
or diſtribute Eternal Death, according as our 
Actions are? And wilt T hon ſuffer the Day of 
Death and Judgment to draw on, without any 


Repentance, without taking any Care for thy. 


Immortal Soul ? 


Such Mercies, ſuch Reflections as theſe, will 
fill good People with Gratitude and Joy, will 
raiſe an Holy Emulation in them, whio ſhall 


approve themſelves beſt at that Dreadful Day ; 


and might make even the Worſt, ſtrive Early 
to Repent, and Lay Hold of the Croſs of Chrift ; 


that having Waſb'd their Robes, and made them 


IWhite in the Blood of the Lamb; ſuch wondrous 


Power has that to Purifie ! they may appear 
before Him in Holy Confidence, and not fear 


His Juſtice, who have laid Hold ſo wiſely 


upon the Benefits of his Mercy. O Let us be 
Careful to do ſo too! Let us Believe in Him, 


Love Him, and Adore Him now as our Re- 


dleemer, and we ſhall never Dread Him as our 
Judge hereafter. V 
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But leſt theſe Benefits ſhould be look'd upon 
as at too great a Diſtance : The Bleſſed Effects 
of our Fidelity to our Great Maſter, or of our 
Repentance, if we have failed in it, will be 
found even in this Life. For how happy are 
they, who in this Wicked and Inconſtant Age, 
Dare imitate the Steddineſs and Integrity of 
theſe Diſciples that our Saviour ſpoke to; and 
whoſe Firmneſs in their Faith, makes them fix'd 
in their Piety, and every other Virtue? O how 
much greater Joys do they feel from the Plea- 
ſires of a Good Conſcience, than all the World 
without it, can afford them! And how fhall 
theſe Joys increaſe continually, as this Life wears 
away, at the. nearer and clearer Proſpect of 
Eternity? 
But on the contrary, How miſerable i is that 
Creature, who forſakes his Redeemer either 
10 Opinion or Practice; and is as falſe to his 
God, as he is to his Neighbour ! To whom ſhall 
he go for any Eaſe or Comfort in this Life? 
His Proſperity carr be but Dull, but his Adver- 
ſity muſt be Inſupportable, becauſe he has for- 
faken the Hope of Tfrael, the Lord of Life and 
Glory; And therefore as Death draws on 
Shame, Sorrow and Deſpair ſhall beſet him, 


Soul... Eternal N riſe NL vow his 
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Wherefore, if ſuch People wou'd prevent 
| this, let them return to their Redeemer in un- 
feigned Repentance, and not depend too much, 
too long upon his Goodneſs and Mercy, not 
trife with him in vain Pretences to Reaſon, 
Liberty and Morality, or continue obſtinately 
in their Sins; but examin themſelves ſtrictl 
at this ſolemn Seaſon, in what they have fail'd, 
either as to their Faith or their Obedience, „ 
and acknowledge and bewail it in true Repen- 
tance; then they may not only think. upon 
Death with Chearfulneſs, but upon Judgment 
with Joy, and in the happy Aſſurance of a good 
3 Conſcience, be always 8 for that ble ſed | 
| Hope, and the Glorious Appearing of the 1 
| God, and our Saviour J Jeju Cbriſt, who gave 
bimſetf for us, that, be might Reedem us from all 
Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf. a 4h Peo- 5 
1 7 te zealous of good Works, Tit. 2. 14. 
3 Fo whom with the Father 2 the Holy 
fl . Ln e all Honour ren Sc. 
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